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Arrangements were made to continue ac-
tive exploration in the spring. Joliet and
Pere Marquette, with five other French-
men, in two birch-bark canoes, paddled
up the Fox River until they reached a short
portage where they carried over to the
Wisconsin River. Proceeding down this
stream they entered the Mississippi on June
i7,1673, near the present site of Prairie du
Chien and passed down its waters by where
the Missouri and Ohio joined it, as far as
its junction with the Arkansas. Progress
to this point and the information they se-
cured from the Indians they met was suffi-
cient to prove to them that the Mississippi
River did not flow westerly into the Pacific
Ocean but emptied into the Gulf of Mexico,
but that there was a route to the Gulf of
California and that some of the natives
even went as far to trade. With this very
satisfactory information they turned north,
retracing their steps up the Mississippi
but left it to follow up the Illinois River
and then into the Desplaines and finally
by the Chicago Portage to Lake Michigan
on the way to Quebec. Returning to Green
Bay after paddling some 2500 miles, Joliet
then proceeded to Sault Ste. Marie. Un-
fortunately on this return trip Joliet's
canoe was capsized in the Lachine Rapids,
and all of his maps and other papers lost.
Nevertheless he was able to redraw many
of his maps from memory.

In the spring of 1674 Joliet went to the
north, reaching the Mission of St. Francis
on Lake Winnipeg in September, and pass-
ing the winter there. On his return to
Quebec he sought to arouse the interest of
the French government in the rich lands of
the Mississippi Valley and called attention
to the vast mineral resources which were
apparent on the journey, but his plans
and advice for the colonization of the
newly discovered territory were, at the
time, rejected. However, about 1680 he
was presented with the Island of Anticosti,
where he built a fort. Later he explored
Labrador and in 1693 was appointed royal
hydrographer. To him was granted the
seigniory of Joliet, south of Quebec, on
April 3oth, 1697, which remained in pos-
session of his descendants for many years.
Joliet died in Canada in May, 1700,

ELISHA KENT KANE
Surgeon and Organizer of Systematic Arctic Research

LISHA KENT KANE, the first of a dis-
tinguished group of American Arctic ex-
plorers, was born in Philadelphia, February
20, 1820. It seems strange to realize that
one who endured the rigors of the Arctic
climate was forced to leave the University
of Virginia on account of ill health, but
later, able to resume his studies, he was
graduated in medicine at the head of
his class at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, in 1842. In the following year he
was appointed assistant surgeon in the
United States Navy, serving on the China
station and on the coast of Africa, as well
as legation surgeon at Peking and in private
practice in China. He also served during
the Mexican War, where he was wounded
while on special service, and later was on
coast survey duty in the Gulf of Mexico.
From this detail he was relieved at his own
request for duty with the first Grinnell
Arctic expedition, which then was being or-
ganized. Kane's service with the Navy
had accentuated his fondness for travel,
exploration and adventure, and he often left
his ship to penetrate into the interior of the
Philippines, Egypt or Dahomey.

In the first Grinnell expedition, which
was sent out in May, 1850, to search for
Sir John Franklin, Dr. Kane was surgeon
of the Advance, one of the two American
ships (the other was the Rescue), pur-
chased and strengthened for Arctic service
through the liberality of Henry Grinnell, of
New York, and accepted by Congress on
May 5, 1850. In connection with eight
English ships they searched the region of
Lancaster Sound but failed to get an ad-
vantageous point for further activity and
it was decided to return to the United States.
In the meantime an island north of Corn-
wallis Island, to which the name of Grinnell
Land was given, was discovered, but this
was not the more important Grinnell Land
which bordered on the Frozen Sea. On the
return of the expedition the two ships were
caught in the ice in Wellington Channel
and for eight months drifted southeasterly
into Baffin's Bay, where in June, 1851,
they finally escaped from the'pack.